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BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 

U. S. CENSUS RECORDS 
 
Much of the information in the text comes from census records dating back to the first U.S. 
federal census in 1790. I started out years ago with the help of census indexes, many of 
them done by Accelerated Indexing Systems Inc. of Utah. Later searches were done using 
the search engines on the web sites of Ancestry.com and the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints. Some of the searches were as late as the 1930 census. 
  
Most Ohio records for 1790, 1800 and 1810 were lost in the War of 1812. The 1800 census 
for Campbell County, Kentucky, has also been lost, and information for Blount County, 
Tennessee, is missing for 1800, 1810 and 1820. 
 
 

WILLS AND WILL INDEXES 
 
Most of the searches for Kerstetter wills were done by the author during visits to county 
seats or using materials available at the state library and archives in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania. Suzanne Rice of Madison, Wisconsin, had extensive records from Centre 
and Clinton counties. Shirley G. McQuillis of Ligonier, Pennsylvania, did searches in 
Centre and Clinton counties. Mrs. Robert Appleby of Latrobe, Pennsylvania, looked for 
Kerstetter wills in Kentucky prior to 1851 and found none. 
 
The Pennsylvania searches covered the following counties: 
  
  Centre County, 1800- 
   Cumberland, 1750-1771 and 1777-1789  
     Clinton, 1839-  
    Dauphin, 1785-1806  
    Juniata, 1831- 
    Lancaster 
    Lebanon, 1798-1833  
   Mifflin  
      Northumberland, to 1930  
      Perry, 1820-1880 
      Snyder, 1855- 
      Union, 1813-1886 
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BIRTH, MARRIAGE AND CEMETERY RECORDS 
 
Some of the following information is available in summary form in the International 
Genealogical Index (IGI) of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. Some birth, 
marriage and death records and records from individual churches are available on-line at 
Ancestry.com. 
  
The location of individual churches below is given using 20th-century township 
boundaries. The location of unpublished Pennsylvania records is indicated by the codes 
AC and HA, short for the Adams County Historical Society in Gettysburg and the 
Pennsylvania State Library in Harrisburg. 
 

 
PENNSYLVANIA RECORDS 

 
Centre County 

 
Tombstone Inscriptions of Centre County, Pennsylvania, by Mary Belle Lontz, 1984.  
  
Brush Valley Names, edited by Edmund H. and Theresa S. Umberger (Boalsburg, Pa.: 
Central Pennsylvania Genealogical Society, 1981).  
 

Cumberland County 
 
Cumberland County, Pennsylvania, Marriages, 1761-1817, by Susan Penrod 
(Laughlintown, Pa.: Southwest Pennsylvania Genealogical Services, 1983. 
 

Dauphin County 
 
Dauphin County Marriages, 1744-1854, by Joseph B. Donaldson and Victoria A. 
McQuillis (Laughlintown: Southwest Pennsylvania Genealogical Services, 1983).  
  
Dauphin County Marriages, 1793-1810, by William L. Iscrupe (Laughlintown: Southwest 
Pennsylvania Genealogical Services, 1979.  
  
Klinger’s Church in Erdman, 1787-1888 (AC).  
  
Lykens Valley Lower Church (David’s Reformed Church) near Killinger in Upper Paxton 
Township as compiled by Donna R. Irish in Pennsylvania German Marriages (Baltimore: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1982). 
 
Saint John’s Lutheran Church near Berrysburg, Mifflin Township, 1780-1881, transcribed 
by Frederick S. Weiser and Mrs. W.E. Hutchison, 1967 (HA).  
 
Surname Index to 49 Dauphin County Cemeteries, by Aimee Appleby (Laughlintown: 
Southwest Pennsylvania Genealogical Services, 1980). 
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Lancaster County 
 
First Reformed Church, Lancaster, 1736, as recorded in Pennsylvania German Society 
Proceedings and Addresses, Vol. IV, 1894. 
   
Marriages, 1753-1854, by Annette Simpson, 1986.  
  
Muddy Creek Lutheran Church, East or West Cocalico Township, 1728-1869 (AC).  
  
Seltenreich Reformed Church near New Holland, Earl Township, 1746-1800 (AC).  
  
Tombstone Inscriptions from Graveyards in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, compiled by 
William Frederick Worner (HA).  
 

Lebanon County 
 
Bindnagel’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, North Londonderry Township, 1732-1910 
(AC). 
 
Hill Cemetery Tombstone Inscriptions, Lebanon County Historical Society.  
  
Hill Evangelical Lutheran Church, North Annville Township, 1743-1943, available in 
Harrisburg and also at the Lebanon County Historical Society in Lebanon. 
 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Fredericksburg, 1774-1945 (HA).  
  
St. John’s Reformed and Lutheran Church, Fredericksburg, 1774-1866 (HA).  
  
St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, Heidelberg Township, Schaeffertown, 1763-1834 
(AC).  
  
Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church, Lebanon, 1772-1876 (HA). 
 
Tombstone Inscriptions of Lebanon County, Daughters of the American Revolution, 1959.  
  
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, 1774-1820 (HA).  
  
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Jonestown, 1768-1858 (HA).   
 
Zoar Evangelical Lutheran Church, Mt. Zion Township, 1794-1906 (AC).  
 

Mifflin County 
 

Obituaries of Mifflin County, 1822-1880, Dan McClenahen, 1982. 
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Northumberland County 
 
Himmel Lutheran and Reformed Church or Schwaben Creek Church, Washington 
Township, 1776-1819, translated by Paul H. Noll (HA). 
   
St. James’ or St. Jacob’s Lutheran and Reformed Church or Howarter’s Church, Upper 
Mahanoy Township, 1803-1869, translated by Don Yoder (HA). Also published in 
Proceedings of the Northumberland County Historical Society, Vol. XXIX, 1984.  
  
Stone Valley Lutheran Church or Zion’s Lutheran and Reformed Church at Hickory 
Corners, Lower Mahanoy Township, as compiled by Irish and also by Charles A. Fisher in 
Early Pennsylvania Births, 1675-1875, published in 1947.  
  
Zion Lutheran Church, Augustaville, 1806-1832 (AC). 
 

Perry County 
 
Barner’s Church Cemetery, records compiled by USGenWeb Transcription Project and 
Perry County Archives, with photographs supplied by Kathy Lee Bates Fisher. 
 
Pfoutz’s Valley Lutheran Church, Greenwood Township, 1774-1902 (AC).  
 

Snyder County 
 
Botschaft Lutheran and Reformed Church or Grubb’s Church, Chapman Township, 1792-
1876, translated by Rev. Karl Schild (HA). 
 
Snyder County Marriages, 1835-1899, compiled by George W. Wagenseller (Middleburg: 
Wagenseller Publishing Co., 1899). 
 
St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran and Reformed Church, West Beaver Township, 1798-
1857 (AC). 
 
Tombstone Inscriptions of Snyder County, compiled by George W. Wagenseller 
(Middleburg, Pa.: Wagenseller Publishing Co., 1904). 
 
Zion Lutheran Church or Morr’s Church, Washington Township, 1781-1808, as compiled 
by Charles A. Fisher.  

 
Union County 

 
Dreisbach’s Lutheran and Reformed Church, Buffalo Township, 1774-1822, as compiled 
by Charles A. Fisher.  
  
Tombstone Inscriptions of Union County, Pennsylvania, compiled by Mary Belle Lontz 
and others, 1967. 
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OHIO RECORDS 
 
Cemetery Inscriptions of Stark County, three volumes. Stark County Genealogical Society, 
researched by Eva Sparrowgrove of the McKinley Museum of History, Science and 
Industry.  
 
Coshocton County Cemeteries, Vol. I. 
 
Marriages, Coshocton County, Ohio, 1811-1930 (Coshocton: Coshocton Public Library, 
1967). 
 
Tuscarawas County, Ohio Cemeteries (New Philadelphia: Tuscarawas County 
Genealogical Society Inc., 1981). 
 
 

RECORDS FROM OTHER AREAS 
 
Indiana Marriage Collection found on Ancestry.com. 
 
Kentucky Marriages, 1802-1850 found on Ancestry.com. 
 
Kimberling Church Baptismal Records, copied from the State Archives in Richmond, 
Virginia, for the Smyth County GenWeb project. The church is actually in Wythe County. 
 
Ontario, Canada Marriages, 1857-1926 on Ancestry.com. 
 
Pendleton County Marriages, 1799-1842 on RootsWeb.com. 
 
Seeking Michigan web site for official records at www.seekingmichigan.com. 
 
Tennessee State Marriages, 1780-2002 found on Ancestry.com. 
 
Virginia Marriages, 1740-1850 found on Ancestry.com. 
 
 

LAND RECORDS 
 
The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission now has its early land records 
available on line. Click on the Archives and the Land Records buttons on its web site at 
www.phmc.state.pa.us. Among the records are lists of early land warrants and patents and 
copies of the land surveys for each warrant or patent. Some years ago, researchers had to 
travel to the archives in Harrisburg to obtain the information or had to pay research fees of 
$20 for locating each warrant and copying the land survey for the warrant. 
 
The archives also has warranty township maps available on line, but very few that cover 
areas in central Pennsylvania where early Kerstetter settlers lived. Warrantee township 
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maps show the location of all the early land holdings within a township and are the only 
easy way to locate any particular tract of land in the 1700s or early 1800s. There are 11 
warrantee township maps for Northumberland County, only one for Union County and 
none for Snyder, Centre and Clinton counties. 
 
I also searched some of the records of early land transactions at courthouses in 
Northumberland, Union and Snyder counties. Some of these land records include releases 
and other legal documents that contain important genealogical information. It was a 
document filed with the land records in Northumberland County, for example, that 
established conclusively which one of the Martins in central Pennsylvania in the early 
1800s was the son of Sebastian Kerstetter. Other records show the maiden names of 
Kerstetter wives and the names of their parents. 
 
 

MISCELLANEOUS PRIMARY SOURCES 
 
Abstract of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Wills, 1721-1820 (Philadelphia: Collections 
of the Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, 1896).  
 
Butler County, Orphan and Testamentary Records, 1814-1815, found on Ancestry.com. 
 
Cumberland County Tax Lists, compiled by Merri Lou Schaumann, 1972. 
 
Early Assessment Records of Northumberland, Union and Snyder Counties, compiled by 
Mary Belle Lontz, (Milton, Pa., undated).  
  
Early Pennsylvania Births, 1675-1875, compiled by Charles A. Fisher, 1947.  
 
Eighteenth-Century Emigrants from German-Speaking Lands to North America, Vol. I: 
The Northern Kraichgau, by Annette Kunselman Burgert (Breinigsville, Pa.: The 
Pennsylvania German Society, 1983). 
 
Family Data Collection - Births, compiled by Edmund West and posted on Ancestry.com. 
Genealogical Data Relating to the German Settlers of Pennsylvania and Adjacent 
Territory, by Edward W. Hocker (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 2003). 
 
Heads of Families in Mifflin County, Raymond Martin Bell, 1958.  
  
Index to the Will Books and Intestate Records of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, 1729-
1850, Eleanore Jane Fulton and Barbara Kendig Mylin (Baltimore: Genealogical 
Publishing Co., 1974). 
 
Kathy’s Genealogy Korner, tombstone inscriptions and photos from several Pennsylvania 
counties by Kathy Lee Bates Fisher at http://home.comcast.net/~batefish/site/?/home/. 
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Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, Deed Abstracts and Revolutionary War Oaths of 
Allegiance, compiled by R. Thomas Mayhill (Knightstown, Ind.: The Bookmark, 1973).  
  
Passenger and Immigration Lists Index, edited by P. William Filby with Mary K. Meyer 
(Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1981).  
 
Names of Foreigners Who Took the Oath of Allegiance to the Province and State of 
Pennsylvania, 1727-1775, with the Foreign Arrivals, 1786-1808, edited by William Henry 
Egle. Originally from Pennsylvania Archives Vol. XVII, Second Series, reprinted by 
Genealogical Publishing Co. of Baltimore, Maryland, in 1994. 
  
Pennsylvania, Minutes of the Provincial Council, Vol. III, 1727. 
 
Pennsylvania German Church Records, 1729-1870 (Vols. I-III on CD-ROM), Baltimore: 
Genealogical Publishing Co. 
 
Pennsylvania German Immigrants, 1709-1786, edited by Don Yoder (Baltimore: 
Genealogical Publishing Co., 1980).  
  
Pennsylvania German Marriages, Donna R. Irish (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing 
Co., 1982).  
  
Pennsylvania German Pioneers, Ralph Beaver Strassburger and William John Hinke 
(Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1966).  
 
People of Mifflin County, Pennsylvania, 1755-1798, J. Martin Stroup and Raymond Bell, 
1973. 
  
Probate and Orphans Court Records of Snyder County, Pennsylvania, 1772-1855, Charles 
A. Fisher (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Co., 1974).  
 
Siebmacher’s Wappenbuch, found in German on Ancestry.com. 
  
Rev. John Caspar Stoever’s Record of Baptisms and Marriages from 1730 to 1779, 
translated by Rev. F.J.F. Schantz (Harrisburg: Harrisburg Publishing Co., 1896). 
 
Report of the Adjutant General of the State of Indiana, found on Ancestry.com. 
 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church: A Transcription of the Registers (Toronto: Ontario 
Genealogical Society, 1998). 
 

FAMILY HISTORIES 
 

Web page of J.R. Baker Jr. at www.geocities.com/Heartland/Meadows/8056/jrbakerjr.htm. 
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The Adam Barner Family of Pennsylvania, cited on Ancestry.com, available at Bellefonte 
(Pennsylvania) Historical Society. 
 
Merle Kerstetter Barnes, “A Short History of the Kerstetter Family, 1727 to 1963,” 
(Gardena, California, 1963). 
 
Ruth Burkholder, “Three Generations of Castators,” Stouffville, Ontario: RMB 
Genealogical Services. 
 
Descendents of Henry (Johann Heinrich) Greninger, Family Treemaker text on 
Ancestry.com. 
 
Calvin F. Moyer, assisted by Miss Mary E. Morr, Genealogy of the Morr Family, Ashland, 
Ohio: The Sun Publishing Co., 1896, found on Ancestry.com. 
 
John W. Petro, “Midwestern Kerstetter Families,” (Kalamazoo, Michigan, 2001).  
 
Wyoming and Lackawanna Valleys, Pennsylvania Genealogies & Family Histories, 
Volumes I-II, Provo, Utah: The Generations Network Inc., 2002, as found on 
Ancestry.com. 
 
Yelton family records found at http://homepage.rootsweb.com/~yelton/. 
 
 

OTHER SOURCES 
 
Herbert C. Bell, History of Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, 1891.  
  
John H. Carter, Early Events in the Susquehanna Valley (Sunbury, Pennsylvania: 
Northumberland County Historical Society, 1981).  
  
Dr. Gregory K. Castetter and Dr. Thomas Ellis, Ascendants of Joh. Leonard Kirstaetter, 
undated.  
 
Counties of Cumberland, Jasper and Richland, Illinois (Chicago: F.A. Battey and Co.,  
1884).  
 
Florence Clint, County Area Key Guides for different counties in central Pennsylvania.  
  
Thomas C. Cochran, Pennsylvania, A Bicentennial History (New York: W.W. Norton and 
Co., 1978).  
  
Commemorative Biographical Record of Central Pennsylvania (Chicago: J.H. Beers and 
Co., 1898).  
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 Robert M. Dructor, Guide to Genealogical Sources at the Pennsylvania State Archives, 
(Harrisburg: Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 1980). 
 
A History and Biographical Cyclopaedia of Butler County Ohio, with Illustrations and 
Sketches of its Representative Men and Pioneers. Cincinnati: Western Biographical 
Publishing Company, 1882, cited on Ancestry.com. 
 
William Henry Egle, History of the Counties of Dauphin and Lebanon (Philadelphia: 
Everts and Pack, 1883).  
 
John O. Evjen, Scandinavian Immigrants in New York, 1630-1674 (Minneapolis: K.C. 
Holter Publishing Co., 1916).  
  
Charles A. Fisher, Snyder County Pioneers (Selinsgrove, Pa., 1938). 
 
Genealogical and Biographical Annals of Northumberland County, Pennsylvania 
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Charles M. Hall, The Atlantic Bridge to Germany (Logan, Utah: The Everton Publishers, 
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Marcus Lee Hansen, The Atlantic Migration, 1607-1860 (Cambridge: Harvard University 
Press, 1941).  
 
The History of Livingston County, Illinois, Chicago: William Le Baron Jr. and Co., 1878. 
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on Ancestry.com. 
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Floyd G. Hoenstine, Guide to Genealogical and Historical Research in Pennsylvania 
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1960).  
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Publishers, 1971). 
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