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APPENDIX A:  KERSTETTERS ON THE MOVE 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

The map shows Kerstetter families moving across the county from Pennsylvania in the 
years after 1727. The years noted within the states refer to the first arrival of families with 
Kerstetter, Castator, Castetter or similar last names. Exact or estimated years of arrival are 
used on the map. 
 
The map highlights states with a significant number of Kerstetters as of 1930, the year of 
the last published U.S. census. There were just over 2,000 Kerstetters, Castators or 
Castetters reported in 1930. Nearly 60 percent of them were living in Pennsylvania, mostly 
in central Pennsylvania in areas not far removed from the first family homestead near 
Cleona. 
 
Kerstetter was by far the most common spelling of the family's name. Castetter was the 
second most common spelling overall and the most common in Indiana. Castators were 
most often found in Ohio, Indiana and Michigan. 
 
The first table below gives the total number of reported Kerstetters for states with at least 
25 family members. The second table gives the major breakdown by counties in 
Pennsylvania. 
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NUMBER OF KERSTETTERS REPORTED 
IN THE 1930 U.S. CENSUS BY STATE 

 
Pennsylvania 1,165 
Ohio 164 
Indiana 158 
Michigan 83 
Illinois 65 
Wisconsin 48 
Washington 32 
Kansas 27 
Oklahoma 27 
Texas 27 

 
 
There were no Kerstetters in either Tennessee or Kentucky, two of the states where family 
members first relocated in the late 1700s or early 1800s. In Ontario, the last published 
Canadian census was in 1911, and there were 18 Castators reported. 
 
 

 
NUMBER OF KERSTETTERS REPORTED 
BY COUNTIES IN PENNSYLVANIA, 1930 

 
Northumberland 454 
Snyder 104 
Centre 96 
Dauphin 56 
Clinton 56 
Juniata 53 
Mifflin 51 
Union 29 
Perry 25 
Schuylkill 25 
Other 57 Counties Combined 174 

 
The second table does not include a very small number of Castators and Castetters who 
were living in Pennsylvania in 1930. 
 
 


